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ASSURAnCE
and the Witness of The Spirit
by
Dr. Lehman Strauss

Christians today appear to lack knowledge as
to the operation of the Holy Spirit in salvation.
Even after they have heard of the Holy Spirit,
some Christians have not learned His precise
functions. Such ignorance greatly affects
spiritual growth. In this study we are limiting
our thinking to the witness of the Holy Spirit in
relation to the believer's assurance.
The Holy Spirit's incoming. Every saved
person is indwelt by the Holy Spirit. It is not
possible for one to be saved and not have the
Holy Spirit. " ... Now if any man have not the
Spirit of Christ, he is none of His" (Romans
8:9). The Apostle Paul reminded the Corinthian
Christians repeatedly that they were indwelt by
the Holy Spirit, and that in spite of the fact that
many of them were carnal and not spiritual.
'"Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and
that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?" (I
Corinthians 3: 16). "What? know ye not that your
body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in
you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your
own?" (I Corinthians 6: 19). " ... ye are the temple
of the living God" (II Corinthians 6:16).
The Scripture says that "the last Adam
(Christ) was made a quickening (life-giving)
Spirit" (I Corinthians 15:45), so that our union
with Christ is the union of two spirits, the
renewed human spirit and the Holy _Spirit Whom
Paul calls "The Spirit of Christ" (Romans 8: 9).
"He that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit" (I
Corinthians 6: 17). The union is that of spirits
and it is a blessed one. The Spirit of the living
Christ comes into the spirit of the believer, so
that the Head and the body share the same life.
This glorious union is its own witness.
The Spirit's Outworking.
The Spirit's

incoming should be followed by the Spirit's
outflowing. If you are saved, then believe that
the Spirit abides in you. Having received your
new life, you must surrender to a new Lordship.
"Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty" (II
Corinthians 3:17). Before we were saved, we
decided and dictated all matters -pertaining to
our behavior. We followed the selfish, lustful
desires of the unregenerate man. But now that
we are saved, the Holy Spirit has taken over the
Lordship of our life. We no loncier are master of
our fate and captain of our soul. The Holy Guest
has taken up His abode in us, and we must
gladly abdicate the throne to give place to Him.
When we have acknowledged this Lordship, we
rest in the assurance that we are saved.
Having received new Life, and surrendered to
a new Lordship, and followed a new Leading, we
are made consciously aware of a new Love. "The
love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the
Holy Ghost which is given unto us" (Romans
5:5). "God is love" (I John 4:8, 16), so when God
the Holy Spirit came into our human spirit, the
seed of Divine love was sown in us.
To become a partaker of the Divine nature is
o
to become the recipient of Divine love. Love is ~n g_
fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5: 22).
t~ ~
Oh, my friend, are you living on meager fare~ '.:::.
when you could be feasting on the blessed :::. co
assurance of sins forgiven and the certainty of sc 0
Heaven?
o Q..
Now ask yourself the question, "Am I really . :!. co
saved?" If you are not saved, call upon God this O ~
very moment, confess your lost and sinful t; ,
estate, and receive Jesus Christ as your saviour ..., w
..... cr
and Lord.
-~ ~
""''<
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Have you ever stopped and thanked God
For making you who you are and not someone else?
Just think of, all the time It took for Him to fashion you,
And make you into the image of His Son.
With His hands of guidance, instruction,
Di sci pl ine and comfort were we made,
So great!¥ does He love us,
Dare we so much as let a day passWithout thanking Him
For His love and tender care?
Bonnie Guenther

Thanks, lord!
Thanks, Lord, for your love
You _give to us ~h day.
Thanks, Lord, for your Son
Who .for our sins did pay.
Thanks, Lord, for being here
And listening while I pray.
1

Thanks, Lord..,· for ·everything.
In you I'll trust and a.bey!
Pat Farmwald
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Siving4RanKs:
What Does the Bible Say?

by
Loanna Hamilton
What can be said about Thanksgiving that has
not been said already? Most of us know the
history of it and why the United States
celebrates it. It was a day set aside by our
forefathers to thank God for their prosperity in
the New World . It was not a holiday commanded
by God, but we are commanded to thank Him.
Perhaps the best way to discuss Thanksgiving is
to take a look at some verses that teach us about
being thankful.
Paul, in his letters to the various churches,
often expresses his thankfulness for the
people's growth. In I Thessalonians 3:9 he was
thankful for the joy that the Thessalonians
brought to him because of their strength. In I
Corinthians 1 : 45 he was thankful for the grace
that was given to the people so that they were
enriched in speech and knowledge. In I
Corinthians 15:57 Paul was thankful for the
Christian's victory over sin and death. These
verses reveal
an
important aspect
of
Thanksgiving. We are to be thankful for the
growth and strength of our brothers and sisters
in Christ and for their continued refinement. We
are also to be thankful for the blessings of being
Christians, such as victory over the flesh and
gifts with which to serve others.
Another aspect of giving thanks has to do
with praying. In Philippians 4:6 Paul exhorts the
people to tell God their requests with
thanksgiving. In Colossians 4:2 he tells the
Colossians to continue in prayer and to do it
with thanksgiving. When we come before God to
make a request of Him, we should at the same
time thank Him, knowing that He will provide all
our needs. We have the assurance that when we

have a petition, God will take care of it rightly
even though it may not be the way we want Him
to answer. ·
The peace we have in knowing that He
provides ought to cause us to thank Him even
before the answer to our request is made known
to us.
We cannot ignore that part of thanksgiving
that has to do with thanking God for who He is.
This thanksgiving ought to always be on our
minds. In Psalm 95:2,3 David encourages us to
come into God's presence with thanksgiving
because God is a great God and King. In Psalm
26: 7 David tells us he is going to speak with
thanksgiving and tell of God's wondrous works.
In Revelation 4 we are told how the four living
creatures are going to thank God for being
eternal and almighty. As these give thanks to
God, so ought we to thank Him for who He is.
We ought to meditate on His attributes,
thanking Him for His greatness, might, and
works. We ought to say with Isaiah: "O Lord,
Thou art my God; I will exalt thee, I will praise
Thy name; for Thou hast done wonderful
things; The counsels of old are faithfulness and
truth."
At this Thanksgiving let us be thankful unto
God for each other, for His care, and for who He
is.
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Daily Walk
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Through God's W ord
"Moreover, he said unto me, Son of man, all
my words that I shall speak unto thee, receive in
thine heart and hear with thine ears."
Ezekiel 3: 10
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Morning
Ezekiel
3,4
5,6
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15,16
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21,22
23,24
25,26
27,28
29,30
31,32
33,34
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47,48
Daniel
1,2
3,4
5,6
7,8
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Evening
Psalms
64,65
66,67
68,69
70,71
72,73
74,75
76,77
78,78
80,81
82,83
84,85
86,87
88,89
90,91
92,93
94,95
96,97
98,99
100,101
102,103
104,105
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110,111
112,113
114,115
116,117
118,119:1-44
119:45-132
119: 134-176

by LoAnna

As those of you who are familiar with Living
Springs know, the Senior Servants article is
designed to let the readers know the different
ways in which people can serve the Lord. The
purpose is to encourage everyone, no matter
who or where they are, to let God use them in
the way He wants to.
From the articles that have been written, it is
easy to see that there are a variety of ways and
places to serve the Lord. Talents can be used to
sing, ptay an Instrument, sew, and make craft
items. Special abilities such as teaching and
visitation can be used to help edify other Christians and win lost ones to the Lord. In the neighborhood or community one can visit and help
sick people or help in time of emergency. In the
local church, there are many tasks to be done:
taking attendance, keeping records, folding bulletins, being an usher, etc. Encouraging others
and listening to problems are also important
ways of serving God. Even if one is confined to a
bed, wheelchair, or nursing home, there are still
opportunities to be used as instruments of
God-Bible Studies and prayer meetings can be
held, or simply a word of advice can be given to
another person. Of course, one cannot possibly
do all of these things at once, but everyone has
at least one gift or talent that they can develop
and use.
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~ ote <.Worthy
by
Gary Welton

Hamilton

Now that you have seen several ways a person
can use his gifts and talents for Christ, maybe
you can think of someone who is doing just
that. Maybe that woman who fixes dinner for the
sick or shut-in, or that man who is a deacon or
visits prospective church members comes to
your mind. If you can think of anyone who
participates in serving God, no matter h~w
small or big their work may seem, we would like
you to send us their name and address. We
would like to know of as many people as
possible that are using their talents and abilities
in the church, neighborhood, or wherever they
may be.
If you would send us the names and
addresses of any people you can think of, you
would be helping us to get a number of
interviews and you would help others to see
more and more ways that they can be used to
glorify God. It would also encourage leaders
who may not think that their job is significant to
realize that it is. If you cannot get a person's
address, send the name of their church if they
have one. If you, as a Senior Citizen, have a
special ministry, let us know about it.
Send all names and address to:
Living Springs, Editor, Christian Educational
Publications, Box 601, Cedarville, OH 45314.

In the 1850's a revival was changing the city of
Philadelphia. Dudley Tyng was one of the young
preachers whom God was using to draw people
unto Himself. A favorite text of Tyng was
Exodus 1O: 11 . "Go now, ye that are men, and
serve the Lord."
Shortly after preaching a stirring sermon on
this text to over 5,000 people, Tyng's arm was
caught in a cornshelling machine. Before dying,
his words were, "Tell them to stand up for
Jesus."
George Duffield lamented the death of Tyng.
Out of a desire to share with others the last
words of Tyng's life on earth, Duffield wrote the
words to "Stand up, stand up for Jesus."
Stand up, stand up for Jesus,
The trumpet call obey;
Forth to the mighty conflict
In this His glorious day;
Ye that are men now serve Him
Against unnumbered foes;
Your courage rise with danger,
And strength to strength oppose.
It is God's will that we do stand up for Him. It
is important to stand up for God always. How
about during this Thanksgiving time and the
coming Christmas season? Will you allow
yourself to get caught up in the turkeys and
presents or will you stand up for Jesus?
Verse For The Month:
"I will praise the name of God with a song
and will magnify him with thanksgiving." Psalm
69:30.
Thought For The Month
Christians who deserve love the least, may
need it the most.
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by Dr. James T. Jeremiah

, ...
A LOOK AT
THE BOOK

The sole survivor of a shipwreck was cast
upon an uninhabited island. After a while he
managed to build a rude hut in which he placed
his "little all" that he has saved from the
sinking ship. He prayed tb God for deliverance,
and anxiously scanned the horizon each day to
hail any ship that might chance to pass. One
day upon returning from a hunt for food, he was
horrified to find that his hut was in flames. All
that he had was gone! To his limited vision, it
was the worst that could happen; thus, he
began to question God. Yet, the very next day, a
ship arrived. "We saw your smoke signal," the
captain said.
As we consider some 'Of the wonderful things
God does for His people, we are amazed at the
marvels of answered prayer. Sometimes, He
answers by "smoke signals" that at first seem to
us to be disastrous. He answers prayer and
brings deliverance out of it all.
How often we have rested on the promises of
Phillipines 4:19 "But my God shall supply all
your need according to his riches in glory by
Christ Jesus." There is great encouragement
found in this verse as we consider how D.L.
Moody outlined it. "My God" - name of the firm
on the check; "Shall supply" - promise to pay;
"All your need"-amount; "His riches"-deposit in
the account; "In glory" - address of the bank;
"By Christ Jesus" - the signature on the check.
Praise the Lord; we are no longer bankrupt.
Praise Him for His grace. We have been made
"heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ."
Since we are heirs of God, we are in a position
to ask of Him and expect to receive from Him.
"And this is the confidence that we have in him,
that, if we ask anything according to his will, he
heareth us: And if we know that he hears us,
whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the
petitions that we desired of him" {I John 5: 14,
15).
"And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him,
because we keep his commandments, and do ·
those things that are pleasing in his sight" (I
John 3:22).
"If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you,
ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done
unto you" (John 15: 7).
"Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto
- - PAGE SIX-- - - --

you; For everyone that asketh receiveth; and he
that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it
shall be opened ... lf ye then, being evil, know
how to give good gifts unto your children, how
much more shall your Father which is in heaven
give good things to them that ask Him?" (Matt.
7:7,8,11).
For the children of God, prayer is asking and
receiving. Too often, we have not because we
ask not.• Our heavenly Father is rich and has
promised to supply all our needs.

Let's Chatter
by
Janet Ebel

About a Matter

Thank you for reading our paper this month
and we hope you enjoy it. We would like to
share with you a poem written and sent to us by
Mr. R.L. Priebe of Painsville, Ohio.
Teachers
I sat and thought of the teachers
I have known throughout the years.
Teachers with zeal, but untrained,
Who yet were very dear.
Then there were those who were
In the know of many Bible facts.
Knowledge to impart to hungry hearts,
But only facts, just facts.
Here and there are those who really
Care for the souls of those they teach.
Desiring to impart to needy,
hearts,
With the Word of God to reach.

hungering

The warmth, the love of the indwelling Christ
Is present in those teachers' words.
The actions, too, say, "I love you",
Far greater than can be heard.
"Let this mind be in you which was
Also in Christ Jesus," the Word of God
declares.
The teacher who has caught what Christ has
wrought
Is the teacher who prepares.

- - - - - -- -- - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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Fill in the missing word in the
verses below, and in the blanks in _the
accompanying figure. The central col~mn gives
the theme of this issue, and a very important
ingredient in the Christian's life.
1. "I thank my God, making _ _ _ _ _ of
these always in my prayers". (Phil. 4)
2. "be thankful unto ______ and
bless his name" (Psalm 100: 4)
3. "Continue in prayer, and watch in the
_ _ _ _ _ with thanksgiving" (Col. 4:2)
4. "in every thing ... with thanksgiving let
your requests be made _ _ _ _ _ _ unto
God." (Phil. 4:6)
5. "Thanks
be
unto
God
for
his
_ _ _ _ _ gift." (II Cor. 9:15)
6. "I thank my God ______ on your
behalf" (I Cor. 1 : 4)
7. "In everything ______ thanks: for
this is the will of God" (I Thess: 5:18)
8. "And let them sacrifice the _ _ _ __
of thanksgiving" (Psalm 107: 22)
9. "But I will sacrifice unto thee with the
_ _ __ _ of thanksgiving" (Jonah 2:9)
1o. "when they knew God, they glorified him

Looking At
God's Creation
by
Janet Ebel

Can you imagine looking out
the window with one eye and
watching
someone
on
the
opposite side of the room with the
other?! We just aren't made to do that. But there
is a lizard called the chameleon that can do
exactly that! Its eyes function separately so.that
it can see two different things at the same time!
This "double action" allows the chameleon to
spy on an insect on one side of its body, while
looking at a blade of grass on the other.
The chameleon is very thin and flat from side
to side. It looks like it is standing on edge!
Picture a miniature dinosaur head with round
bulging eyes, and you can see that the
chameleon isn't the most beautiful creature in
the world! But the Lord has made its unique
body to fit its needs.
For instance, when the chameleon's tongue is
stretched'flJll length, this food trap is as long as
its body. The chameleon's powerful throat

not as God,
.
were thankful"
(Romans 1 : 21)
11. "Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and
thanksgiving, and _ _ _ _ _ , and power,
and might, be unto our God for ever and ever."
(Rev. 7:12)
12. "He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he
giveth _ _ _ _ _ thanks" (Rom. 14:6)
1

2
3

4
5

I6
7

I

8
9

10

11

r2
X

muscles enable it to thrust out the
sticky tongue quickly to catch an
unsuspecting fly or insect. The tip
of the tongue is bulb-like and
swells slightly when the tongue is
thrust out so that the prey may be
more easily caught.
That isn't all the chameleon can
do! This creature has an amazing
abi I ity
to
blend
with
its
environment by changing color to
suit the occasion. Not only can it
change color, but it can also
change the depth or darkness of
the color in different parts of its body. It is
thought that changes in light, changes in
temperature, and also the lizard's feelings play a
part in this intriguing color-change procedure.
The chameleon has hand-like feet which
enable it to grasp branches. Its tail may also be
used for this purpose. It curls its tail into a small
spiral when it is not being used.
.
What a unique animal! Cannot we say with
the Psalmist in Psalm 139:14: ... Marvelous are
thy works, and that my soul knoweth right well."
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But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall
give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall
give him shall be in him a well of water springing up
into everlasting life.
John 4:14
"Living Springs" is a monthly publication for
senior citizens, published by Christian Educational Pub I ications in association with the
Christian Service Oepa.r tment of Cedarville
College. For subscription or other information
write: Living Springs, Christian Educational
Publications, Box 601, Cedarville, OH 45314.
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